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"be 3Tour meaning, I am compelled to differ with you.    After the abolition of slavery (an event which I hope no one now regrets), the laws of Louisiana and Texas existing prior to the rebellion, and not in conflict with the acts of Congress, comprised a vast system of jurisprudence, both civil and criminal, It required not volumes  only, but libraries to contain them. They laid down principles and  precedents  for ascertaining-the rights and adjusting the controversies of men in every conceivable case.    They  were  the  creations  of great and. good and learned men, who had labored   in their  clay  for their kind, and gone down to the grave long before our recent troubles, leaving their works  an inestimable legacy to the human race.    These laws, as I am informed, connected the civilization of past and present ages, and testified of the justice, wisdom, humanity, and patriotism of more  than one nation, through whose records they descended to the present; people of these States.    I am satisfied, from representations of persons competent to judge, they are as perfect a system. of laws as may be found elsewhere, and better suited thaix any other to the condition of this people, for by them they have long been governed.    Why should it be supposed tha,fc Congress has abolished these laws ?   "Why should any one wislx to abolish them?    They have committed no treason, nor aro hostile to the United States, nor countenance crime, nor favor" injustice.    On them,   as on a foundation of rock, reposes almost the entire superstructure of social order in these two States.    Annul this code of local laws, and there would "bo no longer any rights, either of person or property, here.   Abolish the local civil tribunals made to execute them, and yon. would virtually annul the laws, except in reference to the very few cases cognizable in the Federal courts.    Let us for a moment suppose the whole local civil code annulled, and that   I am left, as commander of the Fifth Military District, the solo fountain of law and justice.    This is the position in whiclx you would place me.ut I'm going ^                    to be ready.'nor** of
